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It's Miller Time
AND IT'S ABOUT TIME!

By Tom Schwab, 0.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility, University of Wisconsin-Madison

The Wisconsin
Turfgrass News
is the official publication
of the Wisconsin
Turfgrass Association,
edited by Tom Schwah.

Monroe Miller, superinten-
dent at Blackhawk Country
Club, became the first golf
course superintendent inducted
into the Wisconsin State Golf
Association (WSGA) Golf Hall of
Fame. This prestigious honor is
usually reserved for players of
the game. But what profession
maintains and creates the won-
derful golf courses that all these
other inductees so enjoy? And
what better representative of
that profession is there than
Monroe?

Monroe has been the super-
intendent at Blackhawk Country
Club for 33 years and contributed
enormously to the turf profession
in those years. He served on the
WGCSA board of directors and
was president of the association
in 1984 and 1985. When presi-
dent, he took over the helm of the
WGCSA chapter publication,
The Grass Roots, from past pres-
ident Danny Quast, who started
the publication. His writing and
editing skills are so exemplary
that he has been awarded top
honars for content in a chapter
publication by the National Golf
Course Superintendent’s
Association for each and every
of the last 21 years.

He also helped establish the
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association
and has served on the board of
directors since its inception,
including as president several of
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those years. Two of his largest
accomplishments with WTA
were to help raise funds to build
the 0.J. Noer Turf Research
Facility, and more recently to
help raise funds for the
Wisconsin Distinguished
Graduate  Fellowships in
Turfgrass Research. These fel-
lowships provide funding for
graduate students to investigate
Wisconsin turf questions for-
ever into the future.

In addition to the WSGA Golf
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Hall of Fame, Monroe's dedica-
tion to his profession has been
recognized with several other
awards. He received the
WGCSA Distinguished Service
Award in 1989. In 2004, he
received the USGA Green
Section Award for distinguished
service to the game of golf
through work with turfgrass.

Manroe is the first superin-
tendent to join the WSGA Golf
Hall of Fame, but he's not the
first non-golfer to be inducted.
He joins (Oyvind Juul) 0.J. Noer,
who was inducted in 1985, as the
only non-golfers to enter this
WSGA Hall. Pretty good com-
pany and hath truly deserve the
honor. Both have contributed so
much to the game of golf in
Wisconsin and beyond, and it's
wonderful that others outside of
the turf management community
now recognize what we've
known for a long time. W

Mark your calendar!

WTA Summer Field Day
July 26, 2005
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