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The True Story of Turf Will Be Told To a Wider
Audience Through The New Wisconsin Distinguished
Graduate Fellowship

By Tom Schwab, 0.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility
University of Wisconsin-Madison

The announcement of
the Terry and Kathleen
Kurth Fellowship
Wisconsin Distinguished
Graduate Fellowship in
Turfgrass Management
was made during the
2004 Summer Field Day.
Pictured from left are
Brian Swingle, execu-
tive director of the
Wisconsin Landscape
Federation; Dr. Elton
Aberle, Dean of UW-
Madison CALS, Amanda
Kurth, Brandon Kurth,
and Dr. John Stier.

A new Wisconsin Distinguished Graduate
Fellowship in Turfgrass Research (WDGF) has just
been created though a generous donation from Terry

and Kathleen Kurth and

v d ¥ the Wisconsin Landscape

Federation. It will be
named  the Kurth
Fellowship after the prima-
ry donors. This WDGF
endowment becomes the
third funded fellowship
dedicated solely to turf-
grass research. The Kurth
&l Fellowship follows the

Kussow and Mewman Fellowships which were fund-

ed earlier.

The new fellowship will have a broadened
focus. It creates a strong emphasis on Extension
and on the communication of turfgrass research
findings in addition to supporting important
research within the fellowship.

The communication aspect was added because
the donors were frustrated with how turfgrass issues
were being treated in public policy. This especially
came to light during the recent hearings to ban phos-
phorus in Dane County. Public policy was enacted
without regard to unbiased research-based data.

There are many other turfgrass issues not being
communicated to the public like they should be.
Professors Kussow, Jung, Stier, and Williamson com-
municate extensively about the benefits of turf as do
many of you in the industry. Butthe number of people
spreading negative ideas about turf, not based on
research, seems to be greater.

By professing the benefits of turf, the new gradu-
ate fellow will add another tool to the turf industry.
Turf benefits the environment by facilitating pallution
filtration, air quality improvement, rainwater absorp-
tion, greenspace formation, and erosion control.

Additionally, well maintained turf provides beauty in
the landscape, increases property value, and
enhances recreational opportunities and quality of
life. This fellowship will help convey these known
entities, as well as funding research in progressive
new turfgrass technologies.

The Kurth Fellowship will support a given student
in graduate studies through interest earned on the
endowment, Terry and Kathleen Kurth donated
$150,000 and the Wisconsin Landscape Federation
gave $100,000 to initiate matching funds to finance the
investment. The matching funds came from the
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (WARF), the
University of Wisconsin Foundation (UWF), and the
UW-Madison Graduate School.

The $500,000 endowment will be invested by the
UWF, and the earned interest will support quality
graduate students and turfgrass research in perpetu-
ity. The fellowship was originally scheduled to begin
nextyear in its present form. However, the Wisconsin
Sod Producers Association (WSPA) is working to
start the fellowship sooner, by raising $14,000 needed
to hire the first graduate student this September.

A formal presentation of the fellowship took place
at the 2004 Summer Field Day. Although Terry and
Kathleen Kurth could not be present, twao of their four
children, Brandon and Amanda, were present for the
ceremony. Dean Elton Aberle of the College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences thanked them for their
generosity and foresight in enhancing the field of turf-
grass management. Superintendent of Blackhawk
Country Club, Monroe Miller, spoke of the Kurth's
leadership and involvement in the turfgrass industry
and likewise thanked them for their generosity.

The future of turf management will be in better
hands through the creation of the Kurth Fellowship.
The true role of turf in the environment and economy
will be told to a wider audience. '







