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Give Yourself and Your Staff a Turf EXPO for the Holidays

By Tom Schwab, 0.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility
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The Wisconsin Turfgrass and
Greenscape EXPO 2004 is sched-
uled for January 5th, 6th, and 7th.
Although we can't offer a sunny
warm location to gather for a
good conference, we can offer
everything else. EXPO would be
the perfect gift of education to
give yourself for the New Year.
With discounts for staff mem-
bers, it would likewise be a great
gift to give several of your staff.
There will be some of the best
speakers EXPO has ever offered
and the trade show will be as
good as what you see at some of
the national meetings.

The EXPO planning committee
did many interviews with atten-
dees to see what they wanted in
the show. Many of those sug-
gestions will be implemented this
year. Those suggestions were
everything from bring in more
nationally recognized speakers,
and make the trade show more
user friendly, to offer a discount-
ed price to staff members.

The suggestion to pump-up
the list of education by getting
more big-name speakers was
implemented. James Snow from
the USGA and ODr. Harry
Miemczyk, professor emeritus
from The Ohio State University
are two speakers that will inter-
est you. Another big name
speaker includes Dr. James
Beard, former professor from
Michigan State and Texas A&M.
Every golf course superintendent
owns Dr. Beards “Turf

Management for Golf Courses!”
And then there is former Green
Bay Packer turned motivational
speaker Blaise Winter who will
give the keynote address. You
won't need coffee that morning.
Blaise radiates enough energy to
motivate everyone in the crowd.

That names a few of the
nationally renowned speakers
coming to EXPO. There are so
many more that will be just as
educational, just not as nationally
recognized. Those presenters will
give information on everything
from how to winterize an irrigation
system to controlling geese and
addressing other wildlife ques-
tions. There will be talks on new
turf management findings from
your UW turf researchers. Les
Werner from the UW-Stevens
Point will present information on
caring for trees in a turf environ-
ment. And there will be so much
more education.

A Speaker's Booth in the trade
show area will be a new addition
for this year. An area will be set
aside in the exhibition hall where
you will be able to talk individual-
Iy with all the presenters. When
not giving presentations, the
speakers will staff this booth to
give attendees one-on-one
advice to individual questions.

The main educational ses-
sions will be divided into more
categories this year rather than
the customary three. There will
be education for service techni-
cians, sports and schools, parks

Dr. James Beard
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year's EXPO.

and general horticulture, and
golf turf.

This is the year that you will
want to bring other people from
your organization. Not only will
there be more specific education
for others on your staff but there
will be a reduced cost for them
as well. There is $30 off the con-
ference package (or $15 off one-
day attendance] for additional
attendees from the same organi-
zation, Al participants will
appreciate the specific educa-
tion to help them in their individ-
ual work areas. You don't have to
stick with your category either.
You may listen to talks in other
professional categories if they
interest you more.

Everyone will be impressed
with how huge the trade show is.
The trade show layout will return
to the traditional open layout for-
mat used over several years. We
listened to you when you told us
you didn't like the maze-like lay-
out from the past couple years.

The schedule in the trade
show this year will also be differ-
ent. There will be specific times
that each industry may visit the







