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EXPO 2003 - Something for Everyone

By Audra Anderson, WTA Administrative Assistant

EXPO 2003 is scheduled for
Monday, January 6th through
Wednesday, January 8th, 2003
at the Madison Marriott West.
The EXPO Planning Committee
has secured speakers from
around the United States, as
well as from vyour own
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, to keep you up to date
on current research issues.

Monday, January 6th is
scheduled for vendor set-up
and workshops for early atten-
dees. There are four workshops
to choose from ard there is a
topic for just about everyone.
Workshops {described below)
run concurrently so you can
only attend one.

» Kevin Hensler will talk about
how you can set up an
Integrated Turfgrass
Management program for
your facility. He will explain
how setting up an ITM pro-
gram can benefit you, your
facility, and the environment.

» Jeff Postle will teach Basic
Spanish with an emphasis
on golf course and lawn
and landscape terminology.
Jeff was with us last year.
Those who took the work-
shop thought the class was
very worthwhile in helping
bridge the communication
barrier.

» Another popular workshop
that will be offered again is
Passing the Pesticide
Applicator Test. This work-
shop, offered by John Stier
and Rich Miller, explains

everything that you will
need to know to pass the
Turf & Ornamental category
3.0 PAT test. Studying the
manual before the class is
highly recommended. The
actual test is given in the
afternoon by the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture
Trade and Consumer
Protection.

* A new workshop that is
being offered this year is
Equipment Maintenance.
Ken Warwick will teach you
basic maintenance that you
should be doing on your
agquipment. He will discuss
keeping a maintenance log
to help your equipment and
you last longer. Answers to
specific guestions you have
about your own equipment
will be a main focus.

Tuesday, January 7th starts
off with the Trade Show opening
at 8:00 AM. The trade show has
all the latest equipment, sup-
plies, and advice that you have
questions about. You will have
time to kick tires as well.

MNext for Tuesday morning is
the opening session. Our first
speaker is Mark Purschwitz of
the University of Wisconsin -
Madison, Biological Systems
Engineering Department. He
will talk about issues of safety
on the grounds and in the shop
including overall guidelines that
can help you become a better
manager.

Opening session will also
have a keynote speaker. He is
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Richard Kithil, president and
CEO of National Lightning Safety
Institute in Colorado. Richard
has written over 200 articles on
lightning safety.  He has
appeared on Dateline, The
Discovery Channel, National
Geographic, and other major TV
programs to discuss lightning
safety. He will give you sugges-
tions to protect your equipment,
yourself, and your clientele.

A scholarship and awards
program will take place during
lunch on Tuesday. Turf scholar-
ships, donations, and the
Wisconsin Sports Turf
Managers Association’s Field of
the Year awards are presented
at this time.

The education program
begins after lunch. The presen-
tations are broken down into 3
categories — Golf Course,
Lawn & Landscape, and
Grounds & Sports Turf. You can
sitin on any of the presentations
whether they're in your field of
expertise or not. The roster of
speakers is quite impressive
including Karl Danneberger,
Andy McNitt, A. J. Powell, Andy
Hamblin, Mark Sellmann, and
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison professors Geunhwa
Jung, Wayne Kussow, John
Stier, and Chris Williamson.

Woednesday, January B8th,
begins with more educational
presentations and trade show
time at 8:00 am. The talks contin-
ue till lunchtime. The UW profes-
sors will present their research
findings from 1:.00 to 3:00 pm.




Reports from Soils, Horticulture,
Entomology, and Plant Pathology
will be presented.

EXPO has always been a time
to gain valuable turfgrass edu-
cation, gain information for

future purchases, and meet with
old and make new friends. This
year will be no different — so
make plans now to attend,
January 6 - 8, 2003. Registration
information was mailed out and

Celebration of a 35-Year Career

By Danny and Beverly Quast, OHD Tree Products

On November 12, 2002, 115
colleagues, friends, and family
gathered at Pine Hills Country
Club in Sheboygan to recognize
Wayne Otto's 35 years as super-
intendent at Ozaukee Country
Club. Dignitaries from across the
country were present: Steve
Mona, Executive Director of
GCSAA: Stan Zontek, USGA; and
Phil Trailies, President and CEO,
Club Car, to name a few. Dan
Melson, a past green chairman
and long-time friend of Wayne's,
served as Master of Ceremony
for Wayne's retirement party.

The ewvening began with a
cocktail hour where old acquain-
tances got together to talk about
the good old days. Lon Kamp, a
friend of Wayne's from Nebraska
was present. Yes, Wayne started
his career in Lincoln after gradu-
ating from Penn State
University's turfgrass program.

After dinner, the microphone
was offered to anyone willing to
comment on the celebrant’s his-
tory. Wayne's wife, JoAnn, sat
on the edge of her chair hoping
to hear stories she hadn't heard
befare.

Steve Mona noted that any
superintendent who stayed at
one galf club for 35 years was a
rarity. Steve pointed out that
Wayne was one of the first
superintendents in the country to
become certified. Steve con-
cluded by stating that Wayne's
model career was a living exam-
ple of what being a golf course
superintendent was all about.

Wayne's last day at Ozaukee
was on November 6, 2002, at
which time he turned the reins
over to Gordy Waddington.

Wayne will be available to all
though. He may be contacted
through his own consulting ser-
vice  “Turfgrass  Support
Services”, and as a representa-
tive for Brookside Labs. His email
address is wdotto@msn.com.
During the Wisconsin Golf
Turf Symposium, the following
morning, Monroe Miller, present-

Wayne and his wife JoAnn at the reception.

is included in the newsletter.
You can't delay, because the
show is right around the corner.
If you have any questions con-
tact me at 608-845-6536 or ajan-
der2@facstaff. wisc.edu. W

ed Wayne with the Wisconsin
Golf Course Superintendents’
Association Distinguished
Service Award. This award has
only heen presented 12 times
since the conception of the
WGCSA. Wayne is truly a one-
of-a-kind and a sincere friend to
all turf managers throughout
Wisconsin and the nation. %




Mike Does It Again
It's Not Every Day You Get To Play a Course like This!

By Tom Schwab, 0.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Golf course superintendent
Mike Lee hosted the WTA golf
fundraiser for the second time in
3 years at another one of his
spectacular Kohler courses.
Two years ago, he hosted the
gvent at one of the Whistling
Straits courses. This year we
had the pleasure of playing a
Blackwolf Run course — The
Meadow Valleys. Nine holes of
this course played host to the
U.5. Women's Open in 1998
which should explain how elite
it is. Everyone was wearing
huge smiles all day from the
grandeur of the scenery and
pleasure of playing such fine
conditions.

The course was incredible.

And lots of participants there
were! The fundraiser sold out
for the first time ever. There
were even 20 people on the
waiting list wishing they had
registered earlier. The lucky
152 registrants were not only
treated to excellent golf. In
addition they received lunch on
the course, hors de oeuvres
after golf, and every participant
went home with a door prize.
The door prizes were pretty
spectacular also. Many were
worth more than the cost of
registration. Huge thanks go to
the long list of donators who are
listed here. Take a look at some
of the nice prizes which could

have been yours if you partici-
pated. Also take a look at the
list of more than 20 golf hole
sponsors who contributed $100
to make the event even more of
a SUCCess.

The funds raised from the
golf proceeds and hole spon-
sors will benefit a program at
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison called the Wisconsin
Distinguished Graduate
Fellowship  in  Turfgrass
Research. These are scholar-
ships that will keep the turf pro-
gram in supply of quality gradu-
ate students. The fellowships,
when funded, will continue
indefinitely. Your turf program at
the University will have more
graduate students investigating
important problems to strength-
en our management of turfgrass
well into the future. Over
$14,000 was raised towards one
of the fellowships from this

year's event.
The day could not have been
much maore successful.

Everyone had a blast. Lots of
camaraderie was shared. The
weather was close to perfect
for October with temps in the
low 60s. A few sprinkles came
down early in the day but it was-

Professor emeritus Dr. Gayle Worf displays a little history
with the cap.




n't enough to dampen the spirits
of anyone. The majority of the
round was perfect fall weather.
The colors of the autumn trees
made up for the couple sprin-
kles and really showed off the
beauty of the natural terrain.

A number of participants
said, “Sign me up for next year”

after the great experience they
had. Especially after Mike Lee
made the announcement of
where next year’s event will be
held. Golf course superinten-
dent Tony Rzadzki of The Bull at
Pinehurst Farms secured his
brand new course for the
October 2003 WTA Golf

2002 WTA Golf Fundraiser Door prizes

Fundraiser. The course,
designed by Jack Nicklaus, is
described as “Stunning and
Very Upscale.” It will be anoth-
er course that you rarely get a
chance to play. Thus | can
almost guarantee that the event
will sell out again.

This list is not 100% accurate. It is the best that | could record during the hectic registration. The prizes were incredibly gen-
erous of these donors. They are appreciated by the event organizer and, of course by the recipients. I'm sorry if | missed your

name as one of the donors,
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The Wisconsin Sod
Producers Association will once
again hold their winter meeting
in conjunction with the WTA
Turfgrass and Greenscape
EXPO. The EXPO takes place
January 6 - 8th at the Madison
Marriott-West in Middleton. The
WSPA meeting is scheduled for

Tuesday, January 7, at 3:00 a.m.

The agenda for this meeting
will include association reports,
updates on University turf
research projects, and discus-
sion about the 2003 Wisconsin/
lllinois combined Field Day
which will be held in Wisconsin
this year along with other items

Attention Sod Producers

By Gina Hafter, Wisconsin Sod Producers Association

of interest. You should have
received notice of the WSPA
meeting by now. Meeting room
information and an agenda were
included. We hope many pro-
ducers attend EXPO and the
Winter Meeting. An EXPO regis-
tration form is included in the
newsletter W

MEET THE U.W. - MADISON TURF PROGRAM GRADUATE STUDENTS
Cultivar, Endophyte, and Maturity Effects on Tall Fescue Cold Tolerance, and

Using RAPD Molecular Markers for Velvet Bentgrass Characterization

By Andrew Hollman, Department of Horticulture, University of Wisconsin-Madison

My name is Andrew Hollman
and | am a second year masters
student under Dr. John C. Stier. |
received my Bachelors of
Science degree in Molecular
Biology and Horticulture from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.
During my undergraduate career
| was given the opportunity to
investigate the management
requirements of the new bent-
grass cultivars A-4 and G-2,
along with a perennial cultivar of
Poa annua, DW-184. This experi-
ence peaked my interest in turf-
grass research and led me to
pursue a graduate degree in turf-
grass science.

My master’s research involves
two separate projects. The first
project involves using Randomly
Amplified  Polymorphic DNA
(RAPD) to determine the genetic
relationship among velvet bent-
grass clones selected by Dr.
Michael Casler from 12 golf
courses in the Milwaukee area,
breeding lines from Seed
Research of Oregon, plant intro-
ductions from the U.S. National
Plant Germplasm System (NPGS),
and two available cultivars. With
this information we hope to
improve breeding efforts of velvet
bentgrass. The importance of
developing better velvet bent-
grasses is two-fold. The first rea-

son is for aesthetics. Velvet bent-
grasses provide a denser, greener
and smoother putting surface
than creeping bentgrasses
(Agrostis palustris Huds.). The
second reason is from an environ-
mental point of view. Velvet bent-
grasses compared to creeping
hentgrasses and annual blue-
grass (Poa annua L) require
lowver fertility, are less susceptible
to disease, and are more tolerant
to lower light conditions.

The second project of my mas-
ter's research involves examining
the cold tolerance of more recent
tall fescue cultivars and the
effects of maturity and endophyte
infection.  Although there is a
common belief among most turf
professionals that tall fescues
have poor cold tolerance, the
research to back this up was
done in the 1960's on the early turf
types and from experience with
forage type tall fescues. Because
there was a surge of tall fescue
cultivars breed in the 1980's and
1990s, the existing data is proba-
bly not an accurate reflection of
the newer cultivars’ cold toler-
ance. In Wisconsin seeding is
ideally done in late summer or
early fall. This causes the
seedlings to experience freezing
temperatures when they are
between 2 and 4 months old. By

determining the cold tolerance of
tall fescue in this age range we
are providing valuable information
about the hardiness of newly
seeded tall fescue in a mare
northern climate. The second
portion of this study will go on to
test whether the cold tolerance of
tall fescue changes as the plants
mature. The importance of this
part of the research builds upon
the first If the plants become
more cold tolerant with age, as
seen in other species, this data
would support a change in the
seeding time for tall fescues in
more northern climates in order to
ensure their winter survival. A
third aspect of my tall fescue
research is to determine if endo-
phyte infection has an effect on
cold tolerance. Endophyte infec-
tion has been shown to improve
tolerance of tall fescue to other
abiotic stresses. It is
therefore natural to
assume  endophyte %8
infection might also
affect the cold toler-
ance of tall fescue.

Overall | hope that
my research will add to
the knowledge of these
two species, and pos-
sibly help to increase
their use in more north-
ern climates. %







