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Well Rooted in Research

By Tom Schwab

O Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility

The University of Wisconsin-Madison
turf program became one person more
complete by filling the key position of
turfgrass plant pathologist. Dr. Geunhwa
Jung was offered the position in October
and will start his duties in February
2000, His qualifications and abilities
stood out from the other candidates dur-
ing their two-day interviews in front of
university and industry representatives.
He has a very strong research back-
ground that will benefit Wisconsin's turf
industry combined with a friendly sin-
cere demeanor that will let you get to
know him guickly.

40% of his appointment will be out-
reach and extension. He will be travel-
ling the state extensively to get to know
vou and the problems that most plague
your operations. You will see him at
EXPO, Summer Field Day, turf school,
and other workshops. You will also be
reading about his work in this newslet-
ter, the Grass Roots, WSTMA Newsletter,
extension publications, and more.

Research will make up the other 60%
of his appointment. Initially he will
become familiar with turfgrass disease
distribution (dynamics of important fun-
gal population) throughout Wisconsin
using morphological traits and molecu-
lar marker technology. By the utilization
of this information the development of
PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction) mark-
er-based discase diagnosis kits will be
another task., Next he will investigate
the genetics of disease resistance in
important turfgrasses in the state which
will eventually help breed disease resis-
tant cultivars environmentally adapted
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D, Geunhwa Jung is a welcome addition
to the U.W.-Madison Turf Team.

to Wisconsin, He will also collaborate
with Dr. Michael Casler on breeding dis-
casc resistant cultivars of bentgrasses
and possibly other species. He will also
be doing coordination with Jeff Gregos
at the Noer Facility in the Turf Disease
Diagnostic Lab and in the field conduct-
ing trials of plant disease management
products and techniques.

His scholastic background is impres-
sive. He received his undergraduate
degree back in his home of South Korea
from the Chungnam National University
in the department of horticulture. Next
he traveled to the United States to attend
the University of Nebraska in Lincoln
where he received both a Masters and
Ph.D. in horticulture. To tell yvou what a
small world we live in, Geunhwa men-
tioned that while in Lincoln he shared
his graduate school office with Tom
Salaiz, who was the first manager of the
O] Noer Facility from 1991-1993. They
still keep in touch today.
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The tools and subjects that Geunhwa
worked on while studying in Lincoln
sound pretty technical. While there he
worked on interspecific hybridization
hetween rwo dry bean species, con-
struction of a genetic map and location
of quantitative trait loci for common
bacterial blight (Xanthomonas
campestris pv. phasecoli}, web blight
(Thanatephorus cucumeris), and rust
(Uromyces appendiculatus var, appen-
diculatus) discases, and plant architec-
tural trait wsing random amplified poly-
morphic DNA markers in common
beans. After receiving his Ph.D. he
moved to Madison to take a postdoctor-
al research assistant position at the UW.
For the past four years, Geunhwa has
been working with Dr. Jim Nienhuis in
the Department of Horticulture on plant
breeding and genetics using molecular
markers on numerous vegetable crops.
In Wisconsin bacterial brown spot
(Pseudomonas syringae syringac) and
white mold (Sclerotinia sclerotiorum)
which are important diseases for the
production of snap bean were studied
for additional disease experiences. This
scientific experience should allow
Geunhwa to do some cutting edge turf
work in Wisconsin that will benefit our
industry in the long run.

Geunhwa sure scems like he'll be a
dedicated hard working addition to the
turf program. I asked him what he liked
to do in his free time and he gave me a
funny look like he meant to say, “what
free time.” Then he mentioned that he

Contfined on page 2...






