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A New Display for Field Day

Une of the biggest problems with trying
to maintain quality sport turf for any sort of
athletic activity is that there just doesn’t
seem to be enough time for all the work
that should be done on it. This is especial-
Iy true for high school and local park and
recreation departments where turf mainte-
nance often falls second to other important
responsibilities. One such duty that can be
extremely time-consuming is repairing
baseball/softball pitching mounds and bat-
ter's boxes.

The best way to get around this dilem-
ma and be able to devote adequate time to
your turf is simply to reduce the time spent
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on repairing your ballfields. This is the idea
behind a new display that is being con-
structed at the O]. Noer Turfgrass Research
and Education Facility for this year's
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association Field Day
on August 10th.

The display is meant to offer a variety of
ideas about how to reduce the problem of
digout in the high wear areas, and make
them easier to repair. Several products on
the market today that specifically address
this problem will be used to demonstrate
their effectiveness and show how to save
maintenance time.,

Two baseball pitcher's mounds, a sofi-

~— BASEHALL IKINE PLATE
t RICHT BOX ®ITH CLAY BRICK
\ LEFT BOX RITH KLLWOG

pr———— X _000 -

T MASENALL WIUND
TITE FLEK-A-CLAY

~— HAHE PATHE ¥1TH

A7 a0
FLEX-A-CLAY

“— BASEBALL WOUND
MLTH CLaY HREICKE

ball pitcher's mound, and a home plate cir-
cle with modified base paths will be includ-
ed in the display. Each area will have a cut
away section to reveal the products being
used and show how they were installed.

Water management also poses a signifi-
cant burden to a field manager - especially
on rainy days. Thus, the display will include
the use of calcine clay products, which
tend to absorh water quickly and release it
slowly back into the soil.

The display is to be left on site for sev-
eral months to evaluate how well these

products hold up over time with regular
maintenance,

and replace with ag-lime to increase water
absorption from surface layers,







