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New Research Putting Green at Noer Facility

By D Jobn C. Stier
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Department of Horticulture

New projects continue to be developed
at the ). Noer Facility in order to discov-
er better management techniques and
cvaluate products and cultivars. The need
for additional plot area has driven the con-
struction of additional putting green space
at OJ. Noer. On March 31, 1999 sod was
cut from 15,000 ft* of unused land in the
southeast corner at the facility.

Two types of putting green construc-
tion are being built on the area; a 10,000
ft* sand-based root zone and a 5,000 ft*
native soil “push-up” green. The sand-
based green is being built to USGA speci-
fications. The profile consists of a four-
inch gravel layer and twelve inches of
80:20 sand:peat root zone mix. Reed-
sedge peat was used for the mix. The mix
was thoroughly tested by a private agency
and passed USGA specifications in all
regards. An intermediate layer was not
used as the gravel size met the USGA spec-
ifications without the need for an inter-
mediate layer. The soil-based green, adja-
cent to the sand-based green, is composed
of a rock-free silt loam soil.

As with many of the projects at the Noer Facility, industry dona-
tions and discounts have been vital. Waupaca Sand and Solutions
has contributed over 70% of the cost of the rootzone mix, with a
value of over $12,000. North Shore Country Club supplied
drainage supplies, and Reinders Irrigation provided equipment for
trenching. Randy Smith of Admire Greenscapes has once again
generously contributed his time and materials for the project. The
University Ridge Golf Course has provided a loader tractor and
Audra and Scott Anderson have allowed us to use their skid steer
loader for the project. John Deere Horicon Works has provided
additional equipment such as trucksters, a bunker rake, and a
loader tractor, The Wisconsin Turfgrass Association has provided a
generous amount of funding without which the project would not
have been possible. Additional funding and equipment has been
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Hauling away the old sod and starting to build the push-up green,

Randy Smith from Admire Greenscapes contracts out
another green at Noer.






