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WSTMA Inaugural Meeting a Resounding Success

By Tom Schneab

Ernfversity of Wisconsin-Madison, OJ Noer Tur{grass Research Facility

The first-ever meeting of the
Wisconsin  Sports Turf Managers
Association (WSTMA) held on July 22nd,
1998, was a great success. Nincty-five
sports field managers and suppliers to
the sports turf industry helped kick off
the inaugural meeting held at the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

There was education, conversation,
and hands-on demonstrations through-
out the day The main focus of the inau-
gural meeting was to see if there is
enough interest to officially form a
Wisconsin chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association. The huge turnout
answered that question with a resound-
ing yes!

The steering committee that orga-
nized this first meeting agreed to set a
vearly membership for the Wisconsin
chapter at $25, New memberships are for
the rest of this year and all of 1999.The
$25 membership fee will cover mailing
costs for meetings and may also cover a
newsletter, fact sheets, a membership
directory, educational opportunities and
more. This will have to be determined by
the board of directors who have not
been chosen yet.

It is an exciting time to form a new
organization for which there is such a big
interest. Forty-eight attendees joined on-
site at Stevens Point to become charter
members, and anyone else will have
through the next meeting to join this
charter member group. The next meeting
is being planned now and will probably
be held in late-September or early-
October. One member suggested “winter-
izing the irrigation system, the cquipment,

and the turfegrass™ as a good educational
subject.

Steve Trusty, executive director of the
national Sports Turf Managers Association
was one of the presenters at this first
meeting. He reviewed the history and
explained the bencfits of belonging to
the national organization. There is no
dual membership or affiliation require-
ment. Join the National, the state chapter

Dr. John Stier gives sports turf research
update,
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or both They each have unique benefits.
Steve explained the national organization
holds an annual conference that assembles
a huge trade show, educational offerings,
and opportunities to network with peers.
It also provides members with a directory,
magazine, newsletter, compendium, and
some scholarships and other awards. Tt
may also start a certification program that
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Host Chris Brindley presents his past and
present experiences with sports turf,







