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The New and Improved Field Day

Do you know the vear the WTA had its
first Field Day? Do you know where it
was held? How many vendors exhibited
there? How many of those original ven-
dors still exhibit today? What vear was
Field Day “rained our”?

If you have attended the WTA annual
Field Day over the years, you may know
the answers to these questions or at least
have a good idea. If vou don't know the
answers to these questions, vou haven't
been attending Field Day and are missing
out on valuable and ht]pl‘ul information.
You should have received Field Day ‘97
registration information about three
weeks ago,

Field Day has always been a day for
golf course superintendents, lawn &
landscape professionals, athletic ficld
managers, and sod producers to view
research that has been done at the O]
Noer Facility and understand how that
research can help you in vour jobs. You
also have the opportunity to see the lat-
est innovations that the trade show ven-
dors have to offer.

The number of people attending Ficld
Day has fallen over the past couple of
years and there have been comments
about how Field Day should be more
hands on like it was when it first started.
With these and other suggestions in
mind, the Summer Field Day Planning
Committee has made many improve-
ments to give you ample opportunity to
attend Field Day and see what vou've
been missing,

For the first time ever, Field Day is
going 1o be a two day event. The activi-
ties and information will be the same for
each day, but these will take place at dif-
ferent times of the day, We have added

the second day to offer you an option of
days to attend and gather all the uscful
information that is available at Field Day.

We have also moved the trade show
and demonstration area. With the Trade
Show having over 55 vendors, we moved
it to the six acres that was seeded last
year at the Noer Facility. The area where
the trade show has been held in the past
has become too congested and was not
very conducive for vendors o demon-
strate equipment. This new larger area
will allow more room for you to talk with
the vendors and sce everything there is
o see.

Another addition to Field Day is a
Tuesday evening meal. Although this is
not included in the registration fee, it is a
good way to end a busy factfilled day,
visit with friends and colleagues, or have
a goad meal before vou attend Field Day
on Wednesday. This time can also he
used to look at eguipment, talk to the
vendors, look at the research plots, or ask
more questions about the research thart is
being done.

We will offer an organized research
tour with specific stops on the plots. At
last year's Field Day we tried using a

A generous crowd at Field Day "96.

s

By Audra Anderson, WTA Administrative Assistant

more relaxed format where people could
visit the research plots at their leisure
and ask the professors and researchers
any questions that they had. We got very
specific comments letting us know that
an organized tour is much better.

There will also be a separate luncheon
for sport turf managers on Tuesday. This
will be an informational meeting to talk
about the formation of a Wisconsin chap-
ter of the Sport Turf Managers Association,

Of course we still have the great
lunches on both days and the Silent
Auction where you will find a varicty of
items that the vendors have donated in
an effort to support the research that is
done at the Noer Facility.

You should plan now to attend Field
Day 97 on Tuesday, August 19th or
Wednesday August 20th. With the addi-
tion of another day, evening meal, orga-
nized research tour, larger trade show
and demonstration area, you have plenty
of reasons to sign up now. If you need
registration materials or have questions,
contact Audra at 608-845-6536,

Oh, the answers to the questions are:
1983; Arlington Experimental Rescarch
Station; 10; 6; 19806.

The lunch tent is always popular.







