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We all wonder if this summer
will be like the last. Let’s hope not!
The hot and humid summer of
1995 provided ideal conditions for
the development of many turfgrass
health problems. We will not soon
forget last summer and the lessons
it taught us. This year the Turfgrass
Disease Diagnostic Lab (TDDL) will
be even better prepared to serve
the needs of the turfgrass industry.
In 1995 the TDDL was created to
provide improved service to pro-
fessional turfgrass managers. Dr.
Douglas P. Maxwell was asked to
serve as the director; and Mr.
Steve Millett, a Ph. D. graduate
student in Plant Pathology and
Turfgrass Science, was the diag-
nostician. This arrangement was
necessary because Dr. Julic Meyer
took a one year parental leave
starting in July 1995. Mr. Millett
saw many unusual turf samples
last summer, and gained a greater
appreciation for the difficulties
turf managers face when they
must maintain turfgrass under less
than optimal conditions.

This year has brought another
major change because, in order to
continue the TDDL, substantial
funding was needed from the turf
grass industry to provide partial
operating costs. Through a joint
partnership between the Wisconsin
Turfgrass Association and the

Turfgrass Disease Diagnostic Lab:
Moves to the O.J. Noer Facility
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The TDDL has been getting many samples in already this Spring; some from as far away
as California. Picmured is doctoral student Steve Millett.

University of Wisconsin-Madison, a
novel means of funding the TDDL
for 1996 has been achieved.
Approximately half of the support
has been generated by offering
contracts to golf course superin-
tendents and turf related business-
es, who have participated gener-
ously in past WTA fund raising
efforts. On very short notice, eigh-
teen superintendents and five
companies purchased contracts or

gave donations. We hope that
future efforts will broaden the
base of support from the turfgrass
industry. The other half of the sup-
port will come from increased
user fees (520 per sample for
homeowners and $60 per sample
for commercial samples) and from
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, which will fund a half
time specialist.
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