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What A Difference a Day Makes

Although the weather was bru-
tal for most of August 1995,
Mother Nature decided to let up
for just one day. The day was for
the Wisconsin Turfgrass Asso-
ciation Summer Field Day. It was
like the Biblical parting of the Red
Sea, the way the humidity lifted
for just 24 hours that August day.
That short lived break in the
weather along with anticipation of
an important educational day had
everyvone in a good mood.

The day brought out record
attendance. That attendance along
with some special events were
responsible for raising more than
512,000 for tarfgrass research in
this state. For those reasons, the

The entrance to the 1995 WTA Summer Field Day.,

By Tom Schwab

Field Day had to be considered a
SUCCESS.

The Field Day was destined to
be successful when retired profes-
sors Robert Newman, Gayle Worf,
and Chuck Koval agreed to attend.
We've seen Dr. Koval recently
since he just retired, but the atten-
dance of Drs. Newman and Wort
was really a treat. They touched
the lives of so many of us over the
yvears and we really miss seeing
them. Another extremely memo-
rable event this year was to have
the golf course superintendent of
Butternut Hill Golf Course, John
Osborn, sing the National Anthem
at the opening session. He was
accompanied by Noer Facility staff

John Osbom, accompanied by
Kim Badtke, performed the
national anthem.

member Kimberly Badtke on the
keyboard. They both performed
excellently and caught the hearts
of the crowd.

The record attendance breaks
down like this. There were 300
preregistered, 130 onsight registra-
tions, 150 people working in
exhibits, 50 guests and/or volun-
teer workers. The number of ven-
dors had the greatest percentage
of increase. There were 60 ven-
dors this yvear compared to 45 at
the 1994 Summer Field Day. The
Noer Facility is soon going to be
too small to hold Summer Field
Day with this type of growth,
(unless we acquire the new land
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Brian Swingle and Professor Chuck
Koval (ret.)






