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DR. CHARLES KOVAL RETIRES

Turfgrass producers all across
Wisconsin will find their work
changed with the recently
announced retirement of Dr.
Charles Koval. After thirty years
on the University of Wisconsin-
Madison staff, Dr. Koval will be
leaving his faculty position in the
Department of Entomology. He
will be greatly missed by the
industry that he has served so
well for so long,.

We have known him as a
superb urban entomologist and
as an articulate spokesman for
the turfgrass industry. He also
served as the director of all the
agricultural experiment stations
in Wisconsin, and after that was
an associate dean in CALS,
responsible for agriculiural
extension activities. He served as
the chairman for the Department
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Dr. Koval was presented travel vouchers
as retirement gifts from Wayne Horman

& Mike Semler representing WTA &
WGCSA.

By Monroe 5. Miller

of Entomology after that service.
It may be that few are aware that
for the past several years he has
also had a position on the UW-
Madison athletic board.

Dr. Koval is the last of the four
faculty members who were
involved in the establishment of
the turfgrass management pro-
gram at the UW-Madison.
Professors Love, Worf and
Newmann preceded him in
retirement from the Madison fac-
ulty, leaving responsibilities for
the program entirely in the
hands of “second” generation
staff members Kussow, Meyer
and Rossi.

Individuals like Koval, who
have become so well respected
by an industry, can never be
replaced. But our problems will
remain and the need for a turf-
grass entomologist will have to
be addressed by CALS administra-
tion. They will have to search far
and wide to find a person who
will capture our confidence as
Chuck Koval has. That search
should begin immediately.

Fortunately, Chuck will main-
tain an office at the research
facility and spend time on some
projects that are particularly
interesting to him and of value to
us. For that we can be grateful. «

The Best in the Midwest

By Tom Schwab

Before you know it Summer
Field Day 1995 will be here.
Summer hasn’t even arrived yet,
and I'm telling you to start plan-
ning to attend this event which,
for me, has always marked the
end of the season. You all know
how fast our summers fly by, so
this article is serving as a
reminder to put August 15 on
your calendar. Make time for this
fun and educational day to spend
with peers and see what informa-
tion your research dollars have

uncovered.

There is an all new Summer
Field Day (SFD) planning com-
mittee. Tom Harrison, who
planned the previous 12 field
days, decided to let the new
group take over. The field day
wouldn’t be what it is without
his dedication, so thank him
when yvou get a chance. The new
committee consists of Kendall
Marquardt, Dick Beutel, Wayne
Horman, Wayne Kussow, Frank
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The Best in the Midwest
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Rossi, Audra Anderson,
Catherine Smejkal and myself.

One change I'd like to high-
light is that the morning trade
show will expand the time spent
with exhibitors. At 10:00am,
Wayne Horman (Wisconsin
Turfgrass Association president)
will give an introduction and pre-
sent some surprise entertainment
that you won't want to miss. He
will also kick off the product and
equipment introduction session.
Each exhibitor may present edu-
cation on one of its new innova-
tions or just mention the prod-
ucts and services it provides. The
trade show will then continue
until lunch. We will also hold a
fund raising putting contest on
our management systems green
in the morning.

The authentic auction is being
replaced with a silent auction to
give you more time to spend in
the trade show. Already Kohler
Co. has donated a model M168
16 hp engine. The generous con-
tributors to the auction last year
are listed below. Their donations
raised almost $3,000 for turf
research.

The main purpose of Summer
Field Day, The Research Tour,
begins after lunch. This year
attendees will have a choice of
participating in a tour geared

towards golf turf or towards land-
scape turf. This way you will visit
fewer sites, get more specific
information, and be able to ask
more questions.

The gquantity and quality of
information is increasing every
year as the facility matures. The
field day planning committee is
determined to make this the
most memorable one yet. We'll
see you on August 15 for the
best, most information packed
Summer Field Day ever. »

Dr Wayne Kussow awaits opening of Summer Field Day 1994
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Summer’'s bright sunshine
brings out more than beautiful
lawns and gardens. An increasing
number of people are working
and playing in the sun. Many of
us are familiar with the discom-
fort of sunburn, But there is a
looming cloud more ominous
than sunburn, particularly among
those of us who burn easily or
work outdoors all day in the sun.
It is skin cancer.

Each year an estimated 10,000
Wisconsinites are diagnosed with
skin cancer. Skin cancers are the
most common type of cancer and
its rate increases each year. The
most common type of cancer is
basal cell or squamous cell carci-
noma. Although these cancers
are easily cured if treated early,
they are still responsible for the
deaths of several thousand
Americans each year.

Of greatest concern is malig-
nant melanoma skin cancer,
because it can appear quickly and
spread to other parts of the body.
Fortunately melanoma is not as
common as basal cell or squa-
mous cell carcinomas. In

Skin Cancer Prevention:
It Could Save Your Life

by Henry Nehls-Lowe and Patrick Remington, MD, MPH
Wisconsin Division of Health Madison, Wisconsin

Wisconsin, about 300 persons are
diagnosed with melanoma each
yvear. However, the rate of
melanoma is increasing at a rate
of 3% to 4% per year, faster than
any other cancer in humans. In
Wisconsin, the death rate from
melanoma appears to be increas-
ing for men, but not for women.:

Excessive exposure to sunlight
and fair skin are significant risk
factors for all types of skin cancer
{dark skinned individuals should
also avoid excessive sunlight
exposure). Halting unprotected
exposure to sunlight will
decrease your lifetime risk of skin
cancer. It is very important for
children to avoid severe sunburns
because this is linked to
melanoma developing during
adulthood.

Wearing a hat and a long-sleeve
shirt is the best way to keep the
sun off your skin. Wide brimmed
hats provide the best protection.
Baseball-caps can provide good
protection for the face, but leave
the back of the neck exposed.
Some baseball caps come with a
loose piece of cloth that covers

the back of the neck. These caps
were found to be practical and
easy to use in a study of skin can-
cer prevention among farmers,
conducted by the Marshfield
Medical Research Foundation.

Sun screen lotions are very
effective at filtering out ultravio-
let light—the most damaging part
of sunlight—for those parts of the
skin that cannot be covered by
clothing. Sun screen ratings
between 0 and 15 allow a varying
degree of tanning. A sun screen
lotion with rating of 15 and
above filters out almost all ultravi-
olet light. Sun screens should be
applied liberally to any exposed
skin and reapplied if washed off
by water or heavy perspiration.

If you spend much time out-
doors or are fair skinned, you
should check vour skin regularly
for the appearance of skin lesions
or mole-like growths. Also, you
should regularly examine existing
lesions and moles for changes in
color or size. Consult your physi-
cian if you notice either of these
or if you have concerns about
skin cancer. «

Editors note: Many of us, in the green industry, do not take the proper precautions to avoid
sun exposure, self included. We work many hours outdoors in the summer. I asked a friend of
mine to give some information on how we can betler protect ourselves. If this article gels one
of you to start thinking about exposure more, it was worth printing.

1. Beyers R.L., Lantz, P.M., Remington, P.L., Phillips J.L. Malignant melanoma trends in Wisconsin, 1980-1989. Wisconsin Medical fowrnal

19915 92; 305-6



Prairies Add Numerous Benefits

By Andrea Powers, Junior Consultant, CRM Ecosystems, Inc.

Why on earth would one want
to plant a prairie? The answers
are many, and everyvone has his
or her own reason for restoring
prairie. One thing is certain—
native restoration is becoming
one of the fastest growing trends
in landscaping. Prairie restora-
tion is no longer reserved for
homeowners; settings now
include school districts, golf
courses, and corporate headquar-
ters. There are many reasons to
restore prairie and other native
plant communities. Two of the
most popular reasons are the
environmental benefits and the
positive public relations that are
often generated.

Native plants provide the most
natural habitat for all a species of
wildlife. Birds, butterflies, deer,
and other animals prefer the
native areas for nesting sites and
food. Prairie sod consists of
extremely deep-rooted plants
which offer another environmen-
tal bonus—erosion control. A
quality prairie also has many
diverse species present which
provide the necessary nutrients
for self fertilization, making fer-
tilization inputs unnecessary.

Most of us cannot get enough
favorable public relations. One
of the quickest ways to boost
your reputation is by promoting
caovironmental AWareness.
Corporate parks, shopping malls,
and golf courses are often criti-
cized for too much expansion of
lawn or cement. These expan-
sions create little wildlife habitat
or diversity to your landscape.

Adding a native planting to a
landscape is one way to demon-
strate your organization’s com-
mitment to conservation. Many
schools are beginning to incorpo-
rate native plantings, which not
only reduce maintenance costs
over time, but provide a great
educational tool for science,
ecology students, and faculty.

How does one go about restor-
ing a prairie? It is not as complex
as many people seem to think.
There are several steps to follow.
The best advice is to make sure
that the site is ready. There is
nothing worse than rushing to
plant before the weeds have
been eliminated.

Most prairie plants are perenni-
als which take several vears to
become fully developed.
Therefore, if ageressive perennial
weeds, such as quack grass,
brome grass, Kentucky bluegrass,
and Canada thistle are allowed to
get a head start, the native
species cannot compete.
Naturally, once your prairie seed
has been planted, it becomes
more difficult to kill the weeds
without killing the native species.

Start preparing your site by
killing the existing vegetation
with Round-Up, wait until it dies
and till it under. Then wait a full
growing season to watch which
weeds come back. An area
which appears to be weed-free
may not turn out to be once the
ground is disturbed. By waiting,
vou allow yourself a second
chance to spray before you
plant, and reduce your future
maintenance costs.

“Fine,” you say, “I understand,

The new prairie adds beanty to the Monroe Country Club.

and I'm willing to wait, but what
about all those country club
members who do not want to
tolerate it?” There are ways to
get around this common prob-
lem. Scattering biennial wild-
flower seed, such as black-eyed
Susans, provides instant color at
a reasonable price. If soil erosion
is a concern, an annual cover
crop of oats is also an option.

When it is time to plant, get
advice from the nursery that pro-
vides vour sced. They will tell
you what you should buy to
insure that you have the proper
species in the correct ratios.
Many prairie nurserys offer cus-
tom blended mixes. All that you
need to know is the size of your
area and the type of soil you are
working with. Whether you have
a truc prairie area (full sun) or a
woodland edge area, most nurs-
eries will help you select the
appropriate species.

For the first two to three
yvears, weed control is crucial.
During the first vear, keep the
area mowed at four to six inches.
Make sure to collect the clip-
pings so the weed seeds do not
spread. Never pull weeds from a
prairie. Disturbing the soil dam-
ages existing native seedlings
and may expose more weed
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seed. Mowing will prevent
weeds from seeding into the
restoration while allowing sun-
light to reach the smaller devel-
oping natives. If perennial weeds
appear, it may become necessary
to treat them individually with a
herbicide. Ideally, the ground
preparation makes such mea-
sures unnecessary.,

Once the prairie plants have
established themselves, the
restoration will be fairly easy to
maintain. An occasional burn is
often enough to keep weeds
under control. It is important to
know why you are conducting a

burn. If you need to eliminate
brambles that have crept in, you
burn at a different time than if
you are trying to get the native
grasses to flourish. A burn at the
wrong time could actually aggra-
vate the situation you are
attempting to correct. It is best
to consult an experienced pro-
fessional before you burn in
order to prevent such an error.
Many people are afraid to
attempt a prairie restoration. The
truth is, if the correct steps are
followed, it is fairly casy to do.
Most prairie restorations fail
because people do not prepare

correctly before they plant and
as a result, they are unable to
control the weeds. The nursery [
work for, CRM Ecosystems Inc.,
is so sure that every project can
be successful that we offer our
clients a guarantee.

A native plant community can
add a new dimension to any
existing landscape, and bring
countless benefits with it. Year-
round color displays and varied
textures, wildlife, and a natural
erosion control system are only a
few of the things a restoration
has to offer. »

Is There Merit in Imidcloprid?

By Dr. Chuck Koval Department of Entomology, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Most of you already know that
Merit is the trademarked name
for imidcloprid, the first com-
mercial representative of a new
class of insecticides recently
introduced by Miles Inc.
Imidcloprid is the chemical
name for the product now mar-
keted as Marathon for green-
house and nursery use and Merit
is for insect control in turfgrass,
landscape ornamentals and inte-
rior plantscapes.

Merit is a broad spectrum, sys-
temic insecticide, effective
against a number of soilinhabit-
ing turfgrass pests, including the
black turfgrass ataenius and
white grubs. It is also effective
against a number of insect
species (primarily sucking types)
that are commonly associated
with landscape plants. It's low
toxicity to mammals coupled
with demonstrated efficacy at
extremely low use rates make
this the lowest risk insecticide
introduced for the turf market to
date.

Merit offers a new dimension
in soil insect control unavailable

to turf managers for many years.
Basically, soil applications made
just before, or at, egg hatch
should effectively control the lar-
vae of white grubs and black
turfgrass ataenius for the season.
Materials should be watered in
thoroughly within 24 hours of
application for maximum
benefit. Expectations, based on
the available data, are for approx-
imately 80% control, usually
more than sufficient to protect
turf from soil insect damage in
Wisconsin. However, this is not
to suggest that every turf manag-
er should apply the product
when adult ataenius or June
beetles are noted in the spring.
Rather, if adult populations are
unusually high, this is an option
now available to managers.

A better strategy would be to
note the level of beetle flight
activity and maintain an aggres-
sive monitoring program for the
presence of larval activity. For
black turfgrass ataenius in
Wisconsin, this calls for regular
soil inspections starting about
June 10-15 most seasons. If larval

numbers exceed 20 per square
foot, immediate treatment is
suggested. Waiting until the turf
exhibits wilt is too late for the
application of Merit of any other
material to be most effective. For
best results, water, treat, and
immediately water again.

When June beetle flights are
excessively high, damage usually
occurs the next summer. Again,
monitoring can avoid potential
loss due to grub feeding or due
to damage by skunks feeding on
the white grubs. Five or more
June beetle grubs per square
yvard is all that is required to
result in turf injury in Wisconsin.

Merit is a new tool added 1o
the control package for turf man-
agers. This product can comple-
ment the managers IPM goals
while giving turf managers more
flexibility in their insect pest
management programs.
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